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1. System Characteristics 

In this section, the scale of the Reading Recovery implementation across Europe is 
summarised, including characteristics of pupils admitted to Reading Recovery and the 
deployment of accredited Reading Recovery teachers and Teacher Leaders. European 
countries with implementations of Reading Recovery during 2021-22 were: England, 
Guernsey, Jersey, Ireland, Malta and Scotland. 
 

Pupil characteristics 
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Table 1a: Number and characteristics of children participating in Reading 
Recovery in 2021-22 across Europe, all programmes and those who completed 

Description All Programmes* Completed** 
Programmes 

number percent*** number percent 

Total number of children 
served 

3618 100 2342 100 

Entered the programme 

During 2020-21 545 15.1 526 22.5 

During 2021-22 3073 84.9 1816 77.5 

Gender 

Boys 1903 52.6 1227 52.4 

Girls 1714 47.4 1115 47.6 
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Table 1a: Number and characteristics of children participating in Reading 
Recovery in 2021-22 across Europe, all programmes and those who completed 

Description All Programmes* Completed** 
Programmes 

number percent*** number percent 

Bangladeshi 19 0.5 11 0.5 

Black - Caribbean 
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Table 1c: Experience of Reading Recovery teachers across Europe 

Years of experience
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2. Efficiency 

In this section, we provide data on the efficiency of the programme delivery, and in particular 
whether the intervention was delivered as a daily programme with sufficient intensity to meet 
struggling learners' needs.  Failure to deliver Reading Recovery as designed results in fewer 
children being served, extended programme lengths and therefore a higher cost to 
implementing Reading Recovery. 
 
Table 2a presents the average number of weeks and lessons received by Reading Recovery 
pupils who completed their programmes during 2021-22.  The longest programmes were 70 
weeks long. All of these programmes will have been impacted by the continued disruption 
due COVID-19, whether due to school disruption in schools or availability of the teachers or 
pupil absence.  
 

Length of programmes 
 
Reading Recovery is a short-term intervention. There is no prescribed length to children’s 
programmes although teachers work to make programmes meet children’s needs in the 
shortest time that is achievable.  This provides opportunities for as many children as possible 
to benefit.  Teachers tend to take a little longer to achieve their goals during the year of training 
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Disaggregated outcomes by pupil characteristics 
 
It is important to review whether the achievement gap between specific cohorts and their 
average peers has been narrowed.  For example, identifiable trends in outcome may link to 
levels of disadvantage, first language or additional social needs.   
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Table 3b - Background characteristics, programme participation and outcomes of children who completed the 
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Average scores at entry and exit 
 
Children selected for Reading Recovery are the lowest achieving in their age group, as 
measured by six measures of early literacy which together comprise the Observation Survey 
(Clay, 2019). These measures are Book Level (captured by running record of text reading), 
Letter Identification, Concepts about Print, Word Reading Test, Writing Vocabulary and 
Hearing and Recording Sounds in Words. In addition, the British Abilities Scale Word Reading 
assessment provides an external standardised assessment.  
 
Reading Recovery lessons cease and the programme is discontinued when children are 
judged to have an efficient reading and writing process in place and to be operating within 
the average band for their class and age. This judgement is validated through assessment 
outcomes and discussion between the Reading Recovery teacher and the pupil’s classroom 
teacher. 
Children who do not achieve the accelerated progress required for the programme to be 
discontinued are referred back to the school for longer term support. 
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Table 3c: Average Scores on Observation Survey tasks of children with completed Reading Recovery programmes, at entry and 
exit from the programme across Europe  

 

  
 

Total 
Pupils 

for 
Europe 

Book  
Level 

Letter ID CAP Word  
Test 

Writing 
Vocab 

 
HRSIW* 

BAS  
Reading Age 

Mean SD Mean SD Mean SD Mean SD Mean SD Mean SD Mean 
(reading age 
equivalent) 

SD 

At entry 

 
3618 

 
1.50 2.3 40.0 11.7 11.7 3.8 7.2 6.1 9.6 9.0 19.6 10.6 

6.5 
(5 years 4 
months) 

8.1 

At exit - All completed programmes 

 
      2342 

 
15.8 4.5 51.5 4.2 19.6 3.0 20.8 3.7 34.2 15.4 33.9 4.9 

28.1 
(6 years 4 
months) 

12.7 

At Discontinuation - Accelerated progress 

 
1751 

 
17.7 3.0 52.4 2.8 20.3 2.5 21.9 2.0 37.8 14.7 35.2 2.8 

32.3 
(6 years 4 
months) 

10.8 

 At referral (progress) 

 
591 

 
10.2 3.7 49.0 6.1 17.4 3.1 17.3 5.1 23.5 12.4 30.1 7.1 

15.7 
(5 years 10 

months) 
9.2 
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Progress after Reading Recovery by exit status 
 
After the completion of their programmes
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Appendix A: Progress in Reading Recovery 
 

 
Typical text at 
Reading 
Recovery 
book level 1   

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Typical   text 
at Reading 
Recovery 
book level 10 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Typical text 
at Reading 
Recovery 
book level 16
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