Global
Health

Population Footprints

Population Footprints, the UCL—Leverhulme Trust
symposium on human population growth and global
carrying capacity, took place in London on 25-26 May
2011. A satellite meeting was hosted simultaneously
in Nairobi, Kenya, by the African Institute for
Development Policy.
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Family planning

«1 Eachlyear(therelarel75Imillionlunintendedipregnancies,’300,000!
maternal deaths, and 21.6 million unsafe abortions.

1 Everyldayll,000lwomenidielfromicomplicationsioflpregnancyland?
childbirth.

<] Anlestimatedi215Imillioniwomenlinidevelopinglcountrieslhavelanl
unmet need for contraception.

4.Family planning is a crucial priority in its own right, yet there
isinsu cient funding to ensure universal access to sexual
and reproductive health services, one of the Millennium
Development Goals.
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Further issues
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Fertility rates

[ Todaylwomenlonlaveragelarelhavinglhalflfasimanylchildrenlasithey!
did 50 years ago. The world total fertility rate has declined from 5
childrenlperiwomanlini19500tol2.5Ichildrenlper’womanltoday, withl
wide country variations.

<[ FertilitylrateslinlJapan,Imost/Europeaninations,ISingaporeland?
Russia are 1.5 children per woman or lower. In Afghanistan and
many African countries, fertility rates are 5 children per woman
or higher.

Understanding population growth and dynamics
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Addressing the challenge
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