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Tropical Spastic Paraparesis and HTLV-1
Viral Prevalence among Relatives of UK Patients in Britain and Jamaica

Alnseenll A Dalolaiel T DNad.

Clinical Research Centre, Harrow, England and
the University of the West Indies, Jamaica

Over 75% of patients, worldwide, with Tropical Spastic Paraparesis (TSP) have HTLV-1 antibodies (Ab).
Each of the 18 patients, of West Indian origin tested so far in Britain, has Ab. Ab prevalence in Jamaica
and in UK migrants is 4—-6%. We have examined factors associated with transmission (breastfeeding, blood
transfusion. etc) We have also tested the hvpothesis that viral spread is commoner in Jamaica than in a



