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“I see nothing to admire so much in those dimin-
kg itive women; they look silly by the side o’ the men
- out o’ proportion. When I chose my wife, I chose
her the right size - neither too little nor too big.”

George Eliot, The Mill on the Floss

ABSTRACT
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factors. In this paper we access human assortative mating by re-analyzin
data collected by the National Child Development Study (NCDS) (Butler
Ranham 19A3- Navie ot al 1979 Fagelman 197R)

MATERIALS AND METHODS

The NCDS commenced as the Perinatal Mortality Survey and in-
volved every child born in the Britain during one week of March, 1958
These children were subsequently followed up at ages 7, 11 and 16. In
this analysis we will concern ourselves with the 11 year old follow-up. The
mother of each child was asked, amongst a large number of other ques-
tions, to give her own height and that of her husband. Since measure-
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Shows the wife's height as a function of the husband's height (as given to the
nearest inch'. The lower portion of the figure shows the mean height of the wife
for a particular husband's height {(in meters on the left ordinate and inches on the
right ordinate and the upper portion shows the variance of the wife's height for a
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Wife's height
Fic. 2. Shows the husband's height as a function of the wife's height. Conventions as for
Figure 1. The expected values are for 4 bivariate normal distribution based on the
values for a wife's height in the range 33 to 65 inches.
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sanchin hatween hushand’s heightand wife's height is nan.linear (test fa-
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non-linearity of mean p < 0.001 for Figure 1; p = 0.0023 for Figure 2). It
may also be readily seen that the variance of wife’s helght is not indepen-
dent of husband’s height (Figure 1) (Bartlett’s test x* = 183.23 15df, p <
0.001), and the variance of husbhand’s height is not independent of wife’s
height (Figure 2) (x® = 179.65, 13 df, p < 0.001): in both cases the two
extreme groups have been omitted from the calculation (since they are
not homogenous as their ranges are undefined). In the case of wife's
height (Figure 1), there is no significant heteogeneity of variance between
husb and’s hexghts of 1. 55 and 1.65 meters ( x-(4 l 91 or husband s
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shown by reduction of husband’s height below the expected value, and
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a negative slope).
In view of the relatively low correlation between the mother’s self

egrt il bf'_r_{‘"['," baiaht and thamidyifg's mcoﬂm%

height (r = 0.798) it might be suspected that the results of the present
study are primarily reporting biasses on the part of the mothers, rather
than true non-linear assortative mating. However if the study is restricted
to the 4591 couples where the midwife’s assessment of mother’s height
and the mother’s self report of her height some eleven years later are
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