
Research Directorate Covid-19 recommendations SPONSORSHIP (UCL and UCLH acting as 

Sponsor) 

Update 19th October 2020 

Context and general principals 
 

The UCLH/UCL Research Directorate has continued to review the implications of Covid-19 upon the research 

portfolio at UCLH and UCL.  

Nationally, the rates of Covid-19 infection are beginning to rise



 The JRO or CTU will support with the submission of any regulatory requirements and approve any 

change



Studies currently approved to actively recruit patients or conduct follow-up visits within 

community (public) settings or within participants homes (including focus groups) 
 

 /LΩǎ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ Ŏƻƴǘƛƴǳŀƭƭȅ ǊŜǾƛŜǿ ǘƘŜ ǘƛŜǊ ƭŜǾŜƭ (and other restrictions) in place within the locality of the 

research activity 

 The CI should consult with the JRO or supporting CTU to determine the viability of continuing this 

activity and should wherever possible, to revert to remote methods to complete research activity 

 Where visits continue, the CI should consider and make arrangements for participants travelling 

between their homes and sites and/or between research sites 

 The JRO or CTU will support with the submission of any regulatory requirements and approve any 

change 

 The JRO or CTU should be informed immediately if the site or research team are unable to enact/fulfil 

the agreed approach, where the study is halted or suspended by the host organisation, in the event of 

any harm or distress to participants or deviations from the protocol, regulations or host site 

requirements. 

 

Studies not yet active (i.e., had yet to initiate at sites or have yet to receive regulatory 

approvals) 
 

 The CI should consult with the JRO or managing CTU and with proposed sites 

 Studies which have received full regulatory and sponsor approvals but have yet to initiate at sites 

should be managed in line with the guidance above 

 CIΩǎ with studies in set-up (within the JRO or CTU) but have yet to r


