
 

Title. Preschoolers’ use of emotional prosody to resolve communicative ambiguity as a function 
of speaker conventionality 

Introduction. Consider the following utterance: “Look at my new haircut”. This utterance 
can convey markedly different meanings if spoken in a sad-sounding voice versus a happy-
sounding voice (e.g., Berman et al., 2010; Morton & Trehub, 2001). As illustrated by this 
example, understanding another’s communicative intent often involves the integration of the 
words spoken with non-linguistic cues. The focus of the current study is on one particularly 
influential cue that speakers can use to signal their intended meaning, namely emotional prosody. 
Emotional prosody is a paralinguistic cue that provides information about a speaker’s emotional 



 

likelihood to be associated with positive (e.g., blooming flower) or negative (e.g., wilted flower) 
emotional prosody.  

Results. Regarding children’s looking patterns, a linear-mixed effects model analysis was 
conducted using the fixed effects of age, condition, speaker type, and 


