Funder Spotlight: BBSRC and support for Frontier Bioscience

The UCL bioscience community is world-leading. It is also very successful at winning funding from

the Biotechnology and Biological Sciences Research Council (BBSRC) DURXQG RI 8&/MV
BBSRC funding portfoliois classed DV 3ZRAUODE/V XQGHUSLQQ wRich iIEleRerELLHQFH
WKDW VXSSRUWYV % % 65 & fldesRRIWH 1Y W WDBM H 1L SE2E0cPYiokiiQ avelds.W K H L U

There is still room to grow the amount of funding that UCL researchers secure from BBSRC for
fundamental, curiosity-driven bioscience research ZKLFK %% 65& WHUP 3)URQWLHU %LR

We have developed advice, in discussion with BBSRC, to address some challenges and
perceptions that might deter the UCL bioscience community from

Document last updated: February 2018 Page 1 of 2
SLMS Research Facilitators sims.facilitators@ucl.ac.uk



| GRQTW IHHO dppyQrid- @ BEB3RC if my research GRHVQIW ILW RQH RI WKH UHYV
mode priorities

Itis true that BBSRC have a set of priority areas for responsive mode applications that align with
the Strategic Priorities, and also that fit with a Strategic Priority is an assessment criterion.

However, BBSRC have emphasised to us that it is truly the excellence of the science that is the
topmost driver of whether an application gets funded. Fit with strategy is considered by the
Research Committees; in reality it often comes into play to tease apart grants which otherwise (i.e.
on the basis of excellence) are closely scored during review. In Responsive Mode, it is never used
in isolation or as a primary assessment criteria.

The majority of U&/TV %% 65& IXQGLQJ SR UW IboscieRcd rgsdaxa thdd éos YWD O
DGGUHVV D VWUDWHJILF SULRULW\ DQG LQ Rl %tass5& 9V UH
underpinning research that did not sit in any strategic priority area. So, if you have an excellent

bioscience research idea, you should notwRUU\ DERXW WU\LQJ WR PDNH LW.ILW D ¢

The Research C ommi ttee remits / membership are geared towards the Strategic Priorities
DQG GRQYW UHSUH V Higoatidnt&) asaptib@yV D O

A few things should be noted here:
¥ Frontier bioscience is funded by each of the four response mode committees.

¥ The core committee membership is only a subset of the people who actually attend each
committee meeting and review the applications.

¥, BBSRC keep a core
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