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HEALTH OF THE PUBLIS 

PROGRAMME 

 
The Potential of Health Justice  
Partnerships in Integrated  

Care Systems 
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About the workshop 

 

Taking action on poverty and health inequality is ever more important for the NHS, as the current 



https://acmedsci.ac.uk/policy/policy-projects/health-of-the-public-in-2040
https://us13.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=91eabefd5ae9fe175b836dafe&id=c7656f6296
https://twitter.com/UCLHealthPublic
https://soundcloud.com/uclsound/sets/public-health-disrupted
https://soundcloud.com/uclsound/sets/coronavirus-the-whole-story
/health-of-public/
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14:00 - 15:00    Plenary session 3 (panel discussion): Implementing Health 
Justice Partnerships 
Session aims: To provide practical information and advice on service design 
and development, focussing on good practice and how to develop successful 
partnerships. 
 
Chair: Dr Sarah Beardon 

Speakers: 

 Sarah Beardon, Senior Research Fellow, UCL Health Justice Partnerships 
team 

 Vicky Smyth, Acting Group Manager, Health Improvement, Derbyshire 
County Council 

 Gary Vaux, Head of Money Advice Unit, Hertfordshire County Council 
 
Q & A Session 

 
 
15:00 - 15:15   Closing message 
Speaker: Matthew Smerdon, Chief Executive, The Legal Education Foundation 
 
 
15:15 - 15:30   Comfort break 
End of event for online attendees 
 
 
15:30 - 16:30   Group discussions: Where next for you 
Session aims: To provide an opportunity for delegates to share learning and 







https://www.instituteofhealthequity.org/resources-reports/marmot-review-10-years-on
https://www.instituteofhealthequity.org/resources-reports/marmot-review-10-years-on
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Speakers 

Sally Causer 

Executive Director, Southwark Law Centre 

I started my legal career in private practice, nearly 28 

years ago, where I was privileged to be able to train 

and gain experience in a wide variety of legal fields.  I 

trained under the supervision of many now notable 

names in the judiciary.  I qualified to become a 

housing solicitor, with welfare benefits and community 

care services inter-woven in my work.   

Throughout, my career, my core values have not 

changed ï and those are to a legal system that 

protects the most vulnerable in our society; provides 

properly-funded Legal Aid, advice and representation 

services; and that functions to give voice to 

marginalised communities, ensuring they are able to 

access and enforce the rights given on paper. 

I moved from private practice to Law-Centre-working 

20 years ago, becoming the Director & Head of Legal 

Practice at Springfield Advice & Law Centre in 2014, 

which was a time of considerable challenge, in view of 

the devastating effects of LASPOA.  I am proud that 

our Law Centre has survived to reach its 40th birthday 

and that it retains its commitment to representation for 

those vulnerable and/or marginalised, with a firm 

focus on providing assistance to those from within the 

mental health community.       

Melanie Gonga 

Director & Head of Legal Practice, Springfield 

Advice & Law Centre 

Sally has worked in voluntary sector advice agencies 
in London since 1983, firstly as an adviser, then in 
management roles, and was the CEO of Citizens 
Advice Wandsworth from 1995-2002. Sally has been 
the director of Southwark Law Centre since August 
2015. 

Sally is passionate about helping to give marginalised 
groups a voice in shaping local policies and services, 
and accessing their rights. 

Sally has worked as a Freelance consultant providing 
training, fund raising support and project management 
on a range of areas relating to the voluntary advice 
sector and in 2007 carried out the evaluation for the 
then Law Centre Federation: Sexual Orientation, 
Religion or Belief and Age Employability Equality 
project. 

From 2009-2015 Sally was Director of Partnership 
and Development for Citizens Advice Southwark. As 
part of the role she set up the forum for Equalities and 
Human Rights in Southwark, providing training and 
support for local agencies and Tenant Residents 
Associations around equalities issues, including 
tackling hate crime. 

August 2015- present Executive Director 
Southwark Law Centre 

Oversees 34 members of staff and a budget of almost 
Ã2m  

Current volunteer work 

Chair: Southwark Travellers Action Group 
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Speakers 

Vicky Smyth has spent the last 23 years working in 

local government. She graduated with a Masters in 

Public Health from Birmingham City University in 

2018, and currently works as a Group Manager in the 

Public Health Team at Derbyshire County Council. 

She is committed to tackling health inequalities within 

the context of the wider/social determinants of health. 

Her current portfolio includes health improvement, 

food insecurity, financial inclusion, supported 

employment and housing and health. Vicky is also 

strategic lead for Derbyshire’s Public Health Advisory 

Service. 

Email Vicky.smyth@derbyshire.gov.uk  

Gary Vaux 

Head of Money Advice Unit, Hertfordshire County 

Council 

 Vicky Smyth 

Acting Group Manager, Health Improvement, 

Derbyshire County Council 

Starting out in the late 1970’s as an advice worker, I 

worked as a social worker throughout the early 80’s 

before returning to advice work in various London 

Boroughs, and since 1996 in Hertfordshire as Head of 

a Money Advice Unit. I am chair of the Local 

Government Association’s social security advisers 

group, on the Board of Rightnet and a freelance 

trainer and writer for Child Poverty Action Group, 

Fostering Network and other organisations 

mailto:Vicky.smyth@derbyshire.gov.uk


https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/835778/DigitalJusticeFINAL.PDF
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/hmcts-response-and-progress-update-on-dr-natalie-byrom-report
https://www.gov.uk/government/news/boost-for-open-justice-as-court-judgments-get-new-home
https://www.judiciary.uk/related-offices-and-bodies/advisory-bodies/cjc/working-parties/futures-group/
https://www.judiciary.uk/related-offices-and-bodies/advisory-bodies/cjc/working-parties/futures-group/
https://www.judiciary.uk/guidance-and-resources/membership-announcement-for-the-family-transparency-implementation-group-tig/
https://committees.parliament.uk/event/6715/formal-meeting-oral-evidence-session/
https://committees.parliament.uk/oralevidence/501/html/
https://committees.parliament.uk/oralevidence/501/html/
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Find out more: 
 

ucl.ac.uk/health-of-public/ 
health-justice-partnerships 


