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Survey of English Usage

Annual Report 1984-85

1. General

This year witnessed the publication by Longman of A Comprehensive

Grammar of the English Language by four scholars closely associated

with the Survey: Professor Sir Randolph Quirk (founder and first
Director of the Survey), Professor Sidney Greenbaum (its present

Director) Professor Geoffrey Leech, and Professor Jan Svartvik
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The new grammar is the climax of twenty years of collaborative work

by the four authors. Building on A Grammar of Contemporary English,







Dr J. Rusiecki Warsaw University syntax

Prof. I. Schlesinger Hebrew University peycholinguistics

Among scholars who paid us briefer visits were:
Professor C-J. Bailey University of Berlin

Professor W-D Bald University of Aachen

Dr. D. Biber University of Southern California

Professor R. de Beaugrande University of Florida
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3. The Year's Work,

Sylvia Chalker, Oonagh Sayce, and Tom Lavelle have continued to work

on first-stage grammatical analysis; some analysis was also undertaken
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them they have analysed fifteen texts, bringing the total of texts
analysed and filed so far to 152 (66 written and 86 spoken). Susan

Boase transcribed four spoken texts and provided them with prosodic
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transcriptions and with Tom Lavelle proofread the typed texts. Grace
Stewart and Vanessa Kuehner collected the prosodic and paralinguistic
features in- the spoken texts. René Quinault has continued to maintain
the files of the Survey offprint collection and to select and prepare
tapes for transcription. Several other members of the Survey team
have assisted in the selection and recording of new texts.

Professor Greenbaum gave a paper and chaired a Bession at the
conference on grammatology at the Freie Universitdt Berlin, chaired a
session at the Sixth International Conference of English Language
Research on Computerized Corpora at Lund, and lectured at the
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