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Summary 

- Government accountability to parliament is central to our democratic system. To facilitate this, 

various kinds of parliamentary scrutiny take place in both the Commons and the Lords, on the 

floor as well as in committees. 

https://www.parliament.uk/site-information/glossary/parliamentary-sovereignty/?id=32625
https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/article/explainer/confidence-motions-and-parliament
https://www.parliament.uk/site-information/glossary/primary-legislation/?id=32625
https://constitution-unit.com/2023/01/19/checks-and-balances-what-are-they-and-why-do-they-matter/


https://ukconstitutionallaw.org/2015/12/04/meg-russell-the-policy-power-of-the-westminster-parliament-the-empirical-evidence/
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/legislative-process-taking-a-bill-through-parliament#parliamentary-stages
https://www.parliament.uk/site-information/glossary/private-members-bills/?id=32625
https://www.parliament.uk/site-information/glossary/private-members-bills/?id=32625
https://constitution-unit.com/2017/08/23/legislation-at-westminster-and-how-parliament-matters-more-than-many-people-think/
https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/comment/illegal-migration-bill-legislative-scrutiny
https://twitter.com/ConUnit_UCL/status/1483458135302066181
https://www.parliament.uk/site-information/glossary/public-bill-committee/?id=32625
https://www.parliament.uk/site-information/glossary/public-bill-committee/?id=32625
https://www.parliament.uk/site-information/glossary/delegated-or-secondary-legislation/?id=32625
https://www.parliament.uk/site-information/glossary/delegated-or-secondary-legislation/?id=32625
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/172/constitution-committee/news/155755/report-published-on-the-use-and-scrutiny-of-emergency-powers-during-the-covid19-pandemic/
https://www.hansardsociety.org.uk/publications/reports/the-devil-is-in-the-detail-parliament-and-delegated-legislation
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/173/delegated-powers-and-regulatory-reform-committee/news/159146/two-lords-reports-published-on-the-balance-of-power-between-parliament-and-the-executive/
https://www.hansardsociety.org.uk/projects/delegated-legislation-review
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2. Parliamentary questions and government statements 

 Written and oral questions in both chambers put ministers on the spot about policy. Aside from 

scheduled questions, more ad hoc urgent questions allow sustained questioning on a topic, and 

their use has grown in recent years. Voluntary government statements take a similar form – and 

when not offered on key topics may trigger an urgent question. 

 Prime Minister’s Questions (PMQs) are the highest profile forum and have long been subject to 

criticism for their ‘bearpit’ and adversarial nature. They attract attention, but are unrepresentative 

of most forms of questioning, which can be more constructive but are lower profile. There are 

regular calls to reform PMQs but even they may have important ‘anticipated reactions’ functions. 

 The Cabinet Manual states that ‘the most important announcements of government policy should, 

in the first instance, be made to Parliament’, but there have been many recent complaints about 

ministers flouting this rule. This again 

https://www.parliament.uk/site-information/glossary/parliamentary-questions-pqs/?id=32625
https://www.parliament.uk/site-information/glossary/questions-urgent-questions/?id=32625
https://www.parliament.uk/site-information/glossary/statements/?id=32625
https://www.parliament.uk/site-information/glossary/prime-ministers-question-time/?id=32625
https://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/ruth-fox/pmqs-public-attitudes_b_4761030.html
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/cabinet-manual
https://www.standard.co.uk/news/politics/furious-speaker-sir-lindsay-hoyle-admonishes-matt-hancock-a4543676.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/uk-politics-62995120
https://committees.parliament.uk/committee/202/backbench-business-committee/
https://www.parliament.uk/site-information/glossary/opposition-days/?id=32625
https://www.parliament.uk/site-information/glossary/adjournment-debates/?id=32625
https://www.parliament.uk/external/committees/committee-news-pre-oct-2020/2019/january/status-of-resolutions-report-published-17-19/
https://constitution-unit.com/2021/01/19/taking-back-control-why-the-house-of-commons-should-govern-its-own-time/
https://www.parliament.uk/site-information/glossary/select-committees/?id=32625
https://www.parliament.uk/get-involved/committees/climate-assembly-uk/
https://news.sky.com/story/dominic-raab-and-priti-patel-anger-mps-by-ditching-committee-appearances-12652014
/constitution-unit/research/parliament/impact-house-commons-select-committees


/constitution-unit/constitutional-principles-and-health-democracy
mailto:constitution@ucl.ac.uk
/constitution-unit/get-involved/subscribe
https://publiclawproject.org.uk/blog/stifled-in-the-cradle-commons-treaty-scrutiny-delivered-a-new-blow/
https://constitution-unit.com/2023/02/12/the-public-wants-parliament-to-have-a-central-role-in-legislation-so-why-does-the-retained-eu-law-bill-enhance-the-legislative-power-of-ministers/
https://constitution-unit.com/2023/08/09/rebuilding-and-renewing-the-constitution-parliament/
https://constitution-unit.com/2023/08/09/rebuilding-and-renewing-the-constitution-parliament/
https://www.hansardsociety.org.uk/projects/delegated-legislation-review
https://constitution-unit.com/2013/06/11/reform-proposals-published-for-commons-bill-committees/
https://www.instituteforgovernment.org.uk/publication/legislative-process-empower-parliament
https://publications.parliament.uk/pa/cm201314/cmselect/cmproced/188/18802.htm
/constitution-unit/taking-back-control-why-house-commons-should-govern-its-own-time

