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Training Event 29 outline  

 

Integrating food systems into local planning 
 

 
Time and venue: February 12th, 9 am – 12 am, Room CS 7, Abu Dhabi Exhibition Center 
(ADNEC), Khaleej Al Arabi Street, Abu Dhabi, UAE  
 
 

1. Introduction and background  
 

 
Food governance mechanisms, such as the food policy councils, already established in 400 cities 
around the world, are social innovations born to make the decision-making process related to 
food policy more inclusive and context-specific. The training will introduce the food system 
planning approach in urban and city region contexts
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The New Urban Agenda (NUA) signed in 2016 addresses the need for =&%(/8"$(&%8+>))0+4/;-"&(?+
$%0+%-("&(&)%$.+%//04+)>+-"#$%+"/4&0/%(4+&%+-"#$%+$%0+(/""&()"&$.+6.$%%&%8999@ and encourages the 
=8/%/"$(&)%+)>+/2&0/%;/A#$4/0+$%0+6"$;(&;$.+8-&0$%;/+>)"+(5/+&B6./B/%($(&)%+)>+(5/+C!D@9+Local 
and national governments are increasingly calling for support to foster sustainable food systems 
in urban areas, and their surrounding rural areas, for addressing the specific food security and 
nutrition challenges and planning for resilient and sustainable food systems. Several cities are 
currently promoting and implementing innovative models of integrated planning across urban and 
rural areas where food and agriculture are key elements.  
 
In 2018 FAO in collaboration with the University College London the Development Planning Unit 
published the book Integrating Food Into Urban Planning 
https://www.jstor.org/stable/j.ctv513dv1 in which a range of authors critically examine 
innovative process, sharing their experiences of food systems planning approaches and tools 
used by local governments in different regions across the world.  
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mechanism and the development and pilot-test of the Rapid Urban Food Systems Appraisal Tool 
(RUFSAT).  
 
The course is open to a maximum of 50 participants, primarily National and Local Government 
Officials and urban actors from different disciplines involved or aspired to be involved in food 
related issues at city and / or regional level. They need to register here beforehand to get access.  
[link ?] 
 

2. Objectives of the session 
 
• To raise awareness on the cross-sectoral and systemic approach to the new Urban Food 
Agenda and Food System urban planning  
 
• To give visibility and to share the results and lessons learned from projects/initiatives led by 
local governments and stakeholders on food system planning 
 
• To obtain recommendations and suggestions from participants for developing a full fledge food 
system urban planning training module 
 
• To offer a unique face-to-face, peer-to-peer exchange among practitioners, decision makers 
and urban actors to exchange, discuss, debate and elaborate on urban food system planning.  
 
• To contribute to the implementation of the New Urban Agenda and to the Urban Food Agenda, 
primarily in relation to food security and improved nutrition.   
 

3. Learning outcomes 
 
As a result of this 3 hours training course, participants will: 
 
• Acquire conceptual and practical knowledge on Food Systems Planning, within the frameworks 
of both the Urban Food Agenda and the NUA 
 
• Be exposed to leading cities of different sizes and types, from Africa, Asia and Latin America, 
that illustrate how urban actors and governments can practice urban food planning and address 
their difficulties  
 
• Gain critical knowledge on instruments and tools to better integrate food into urban planning  
 
• Better understand the comparative advantages, limits, and risks of the tools and methods that 
can be used 
 
 

4. Content, structure and methodologic approach 
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The following is a brief outline of the main topics covered throughout the training course 
 
The training is structured into four stages:  

First stage: Exposure [plenary, 60 minutes] 
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Fourth stage: Feedback
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Provision, Urban Development Challenges, Risks and Resilience in Asian Mega Cities (pp.469-
488) 
https://www.researchgate.net/publication/321612527_Urban_Development_Challenges_Risks_




