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The Development Planning Unit (DPU) conducts world-leading research 
and postgraduate teaching to support national governments, local authori-
ties, NGOs, aid agencies and businesses working towards socially just and 
sustainable development in the global south.

We are part of The Bartlett: University College London’s global faculty of the 
built environment. The DPU has almost 70 years of experience in academic 
[LHJOPUN��YLZLHYJO��WVSPJ`�HK]PJL�HUK�JHWHJP[`�I\PSKPUN�PU�[OL�ÄLSK�VM�
international development.

DPU’s Training and Advisory Services (TAS)

The DPU is proud to have a long history of working with organizations 
whose purpose and concerns resonate with our own vision of a just world 
in which men and women are equally able to choose, plan and 
THUHNL�[OLPY�V^U�SP]LZ�HUK�JVTT\UP[PLZ��HUK�[V�PUÅ\LUJL�SVJHS��
national and global development in ways that are economically, 
socially and environmentally sustainable. 

As part of our mission to build the capacity of professionals and institutions, 
[OL�+7<�\UKLY[HRLZ�HJ[PVU�VYPLU[LK�^VYR�^P[O�WHY[ULYZ�PU�KPќLYLU[�WHY[Z�VM�
the world. Regular contact with policy and planning practice is an important 
part of engaging with the theoretical and methodological debates pursued 
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Training and Advisory Services:

Applied Research
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project cycle areas (for example, baseline studies, social and environmental 
impact assessments and  project evaluations), desk-based research in 
support of issue-based topic guides, 
and place and sector-based contextual research to inform 
strategic development work.

Some examples:

Urbanisation Research Nigeria
Nigeria | 2013 – 2018
Research to create knowledge and evidence to inform future urban 
development policy and planning in Nigeria’s rapidly growing cities.
Lead partner UK Department for International Development

Urban Crisis and Humanitarian Responses
Global | 2015
Literature review on the current evidence base on humanitarian response 
and development in urban areas.
Lead partner UK Department for International Development
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Indonesia and Sierra Leone | 2019 – 2020
Research into informal markets for assistive technologies, to feed into the 
Global Cooperation on Assistive Technology (GATE) initiative.
Lead partner Global Disability Innovation Hub

0U[LYUH[PVUHS�3HIV\Y�6ɉJL�6\[JVTL��!
Thematic Funding, Final evaluation
Cabo Verde, Costa Rica, El Salvador, United Republic of Tanzania, 
Zambia | 2016
Swedish (SIDA) funded project on domestic workers, minimum wages and 
precarious employment.
Lead Oent.

/bartlett/development/research-projects/2020/nov/urbanisation-research-nigeria-urn
/bartlett/development/case-studies/2015/apr/1-urban-crisis-and-humanitarian-responses-literature-review
/bartlett/development/news/2020/nov/reports-at2030-community-led-solutions-launched
/bartlett/development/news/2020/nov/reports-at2030-community-led-solutions-launched
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_mas/---eval/documents/publication/wcms_481620.pdf
https://www.ilo.org/wcmsp5/groups/public/---ed_mas/---eval/documents/publication/wcms_481620.pdf
/bartlett/development/news/2013/dec/dpu-staff-produce-topic-guide-provision-and-improvement-housing-poor-dfid
/bartlett/development/news/2013/dec/dpu-staff-produce-topic-guide-provision-and-improvement-housing-poor-dfid
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DPU develops and trials methodologies with our partners, including 
analytical frameworks and practical toolkits for research and development 
interventions.

Some examples:

Words into Action guidelines: 

https://www.undrr.org/publication/words-action-guidelines-implementation-guide-land-use-and-urban-planning
https://www.undrr.org/publication/words-action-guidelines-implementation-guide-land-use-and-urban-planning
https://decid.co.uk/
https://decid.co.uk/
/bartlett/development/publications/2018/sep/exploring-contributions-capability-approach-people-first-strategy
/bartlett/development/publications/2018/sep/exploring-contributions-capability-approach-people-first-strategy
https://www.shareweb.ch/site/Gender/Documents/Gendernet%20Toolbox/Toolbox/2003%20SDC%20gender%20in%20practice%20-%20toolkit.pdf
https://www.shareweb.ch/site/Gender/Documents/Gendernet%20Toolbox/Toolbox/2003%20SDC%20gender%20in%20practice%20-%20toolkit.pdf


Policy Development and Analysis

DPU works with partner organisations to support policy
development processes as well as to monitor and facilitate
the implementation of policy. 

Some examples:

Somaliland Parliamentary and Local Council Election
6IZLY]H[PVU�4PZZPVU�����
Somaliland | 2021
Provision of international observation for Somaliland’s second parliamentary 
election and third local council elections, representing the latest in a 
succession of international election observation and analysis initiatives. 
Lead Partners Somaliland National Electoral Commission and the UK 
Foreign, Commonwealth and Development Office

Capacity Building

DPU works with partner organizations to undertake capacity building, 
including institutional development and tailor-made training courses. 

Some examples:

The Sierra Leone Urban Research Centre (SLURC)
Sierra Leone | 2013 – 2018
Supporting the institutional set up of SLURC and its work to build the 
research and analysis capacity of urban stakeholders in Sierra Leone. 
Lead Partner Comic Relief 

0U[LYUH[PVUHS�,_LJ\[P]L�4VK\SLZ
Brazil, UK | 2022 – ongoing
Academic teaching inputs to MBA programmes focused on public private 
partnerships, environmental sanitation, and cities and innovation. 
Lead Partner Fundação Escola de Sociok뀄샠Ԁ

/bartlett/development/research-projects/2022/apr/somali-politics-and-society
/bartlett/development/research-projects/2022/apr/somali-politics-and-society
/bartlett/development/slurc-sierra-leone-urban-research-centre
https://www.fespsp.org.br/pos-graduacao/cursos/
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