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your concerns formally afterwards, or that the viva is stopped while further action is 
taken. 
 

2.8.2 If the candidate makes any comments to you which puts you under moral 
pressure (alluding to the consequences of their failure, for instance) or offers you any 
incentive to pass them, you must terminate the examination and report this to the Chair 
of the Research Degrees Committee via Research Degrees. 
 
2.9  Post-viva: The examiners should confer privately after the viva and then may 
give the candidate a preliminary outcome in person. See Section 4 below for potential 
outcomes for candidates. 
 
If you have an annotated copy of the thesis (either electronic or in print), this can be 
given to the candidate or supervisor (usually at the viva). 
 
You should email reports (as detailed in section 3 below) to Research Degrees within 
two weeks so that the candidate can receive the formal outcome and start any 
corrections, if relevant.  
 
2.10 Remote viva guidance: If the viva is taking place remotely, both examiners, 
the supervisor and the student should agree to the arrangements (including whether 
the viva can be recorded) by email prior to the viva. The viva may be recorded (the 
pre-viva and post-viva discussions between examiners should not be recorded) to help 
mitigate any issues arising as a result of the unusual circumstances. The recording 
should be kept (it is recommended the supervisor hold this) until the successful award 
of the degree and must then be deleted; it does not need to be submitted centrally. 
You should note the viva arrangements on the joint report form. Should a serious IT 
issue occur, you will need to arrange to continue the viva at a later time or date. 
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Please note that UCLôs regulations only allow certain outcomes after a re-submission 
and that a further resubmission is not permitted. These are detailed on the relevant 
joint report form for the examination.   
 
4.4 Dispute between Examiners 
 
If you cannot agree on the outcome of the examination, you should contact Research 
Degrees as soon as possible. UCL will appoint a third examiner who will be a suitably 
qualified person from outside UCL. The conduct of the examination of a thesis under 
such circumstances will be approved by the Chair of UCLôs Research Degrees 
Committee on a case-by-case basis.  

mailto:researchdegrees@ucl.ac.uk
mailto:researchdegrees@ucl.ac.uk

