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MPhil/ PhD Regulations 

1. Introduction 
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3.7 A qualifying examination may not serve in lieu of a satisfactory result in an approved English 
language test in cases where specified evidence of English language proficiency at a level 
deemed appropriate by IOE is required.  
 
3.8 Every candidate must make an application to IOE in accordance with the IOE General 
Academic Regulations 2014-15 and any other procedures prescribed by UCL.  
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6.10 If appropriate to the field of study, and subject to approval by the Faculty Tutor a candidate 
may undertake research leading to the submission of a portfolio of original artistic or technological 
work undertaken during his/her period of registration. The work may take the form of, for example, 
objects, images, films, performances, musical compositions, webpages or software, but must be 
documented or recorded in the portfolio by means appropriate for the purposes of examination 
and eventual deposit in the Institute library. The portfolio must include written commentary on each 
item of artistic or technological work and either an extended analysis of one item or a dissertation 
on a related theme. The written commentaries and extended analysis or dissertation must together 
be no more than 40,000 words.  
 
6.11 A thesis must be presented for examination in a final form in accordance with the instructions 
issued by the programme handbook.  
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11.12 An independent chair shall be appointed for all oral examinations. The chair shall play no 
role in the academic content of the examination of the thesis or the candidate. The role of the 
independent chair is to be present at the oral examination as a neutral observer and a guarantor 
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amendments. The examiners shall be required to advise the student of the corrections in writing 
following the oral examination. The corrected thesis shall be submitted to one of the examiners 
nominated by them, or, if they so decide, the supervisor, for confirmation that the corrections are 
satisfactory.  
 
Pass subject to minor amendments within six months  
 
12.2.3 If the thesis otherwise fulfils the criteria but requires amendments (i.e. stated minor 
deficiencies, requiring some textual revision) and if the candidate satisfies the examiners in the 
oral examination, the examiners may require the candidate to make such amendments specified 
by them within 6 months of having received them. The examiners shall be required to advise the 
student of the minor amendments in writing following the oral examination. The amended thesis 
shall be submitted to the examiners or one of their number nominated by them for confirmation 
that the amendments are satisfactory. If the candidate fails to make the amendments in the 
specified time- frame or the examiner is unable to confirm that the amendments are satisfactory, 
the procedure outlined in 12.2.4 should be followed.  
 
Referral – re-present within 18 months  
 
12.2.4 If the thesis, though judged not to meet the standard required, shall seem of sufficient merit 
to justify such action, the examiners may determine that the candidate be permitted to re- present 
his/her thesis in a revised form within 18 months. Examiners shall not, however, make such a 
decision without submitting the candidate to an oral examination. Following the oral examination 
the examiners shall be required to advise the student in writing of the additional work required 
before the thesis is re-presented. The examiners may at their discretion exempt from a further oral 
examination, on re-presentation of his/her thesis, a candidate who under this regulation has been 
permitted to re-present it in a revised form.  
 
12.2.5 If the thesis satisfies the criteria for the degree, but the candidate fails to satisfy the 
examiners at the oral examination, the examiners may determine that the candidate be permitted 
to re-present the same thesis, and submit to a further oral examination within a period specified by 
them and not exceeding 18 months.  
 
Not awarded PhD but considered for award of MPhil  
 
12.2.6 If, after completion of the oral examination or re-examination for the PhD, the examiners 
decide that a candidate has not reached the standard required for the award of the degree nor for 
the re- presentation of the thesis in a revised form for that degree, they will consider whether the 
thesis does, or might be able to, satisfy the criteria for the award of the MPhil degree. If they so 
decide, they will submit a report that demonstrates either how the criteria for the MPhil degree are 
satisfied, or what action would need to be taken in order for these criteria to be satisfied. They will 
have regard to the different normal maximum lengths of the thesis for the PhD and MPhil degrees 
but will have discretion to waive the thesis length for the MPhil degree if appropriate.  
 
Thereafter the following conditions and procedures will apply:  
 
a) The candidate will be informed that he or she has been unsuccessful in the examination for the 
PhD degree, but has reached the standard required for the award of the MPhil, or with amendment 
to the thesis may be able to satisfy the criteria for the MPhil.  
 
b) A candidate considered for the award of the MPhil degree under this regulation will not be 
required to submit the thesis, as required under the regulations for the MPhil degree, or to undergo 
a further oral examination, but will be required to fulfil the requirements for the MPhil in all other 
respects.  
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Referral – represent within 12 months  
 
13.2.4 If the thesis fulfils the criteria but the candidate fails to satisfy the examiners at the oral 
examination, the examiners may determine that the candidate be permitted to re-present the same 
thesis, and submit to a further oral examination within a period specified by them and not 
exceeding 12 months. Following the oral examination the examiners shall be required to advise 
the student in writing of the additional work required before the thesis is re-presented. The 
examiners may at their discretion exempt from a further oral examination, on re- presentation of 
his/her thesis, a candidate who under this regulation has been permitted to re-present it in a 
revised form.  
 
Fail – may not re-present  
 



 
14 

 
 

Annexe A: PhD by Publication  

 
These regulations for the PhD by publication should be read together with the IOE Regulations for 
the degrees of MPhil and PhD to which they are appended.  
 
 
Admission and Registration  
 
A1. A candidate for the degree of PhD by submission of a thesis based on published work must be 
a member of staff at IOE.  
 
A2. A candidate shall apply in writing to the Head of IOE Centre for Doctoral Education for 
admission to the degree of PhD by Publication under these regulations.  
 
A3. The request for admission shall be considered by the Head of IOE Centre for Doctoral 
Education in consultation with the Head of Academic Department where the member of staff is 
employed.  
 
A4. The Head of IOE Centre for Doctoral Education shall consider the application on the basis of:  
 
A4.1 the ability of the candidate to satisfy the normal requirements of admission to the PhD 
programme (as indicated in regulation 3 above);  
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A7.3 in cases where multi-authored works are included in the submission, evidence (preferably in 
the form of written confirmation by at least one co-author per published work) of the candidateôs 
own original contribution to the work must be given  
 
A7.4 a thesis, consisting of an integrative summary of between 10,000 and 20,000 words in 
length, explaining the significance of the published works and the inter-relationship between the 
materials presented.  
 
A8. The material listed in A7 above must be submitted, together with the published work to be 
assessed, by the end of the period of study.  
 
A9. Except for the integrative summary, a candidate may not include with his or her submitted 
thesis work that has not been published.  
 
Declaration  
 
A10. The candidate shall be required:  
 
A10.1 to declare that the thesis is not substantially the same as any previously submitted or 
currently being submitted by the candidate whether published or in unpublished form, for a degree, 
diploma, or similar qualification at any university or similar institution; and  
 
A10.2 where the thesis submitted includes work conducted in collaboration with others, to provide 
a written statement normally signed by at least one of the co-researchers on the extent of the 
candidateôs individual contribution to the material and the conditions and circumstances under 
which the work was carried out ï see A7.2 above.  
 
Specific Requirements for PhD by Publication  
 
A11 The thesis submitted for the award of the degree of PhD by Publication shall be of sufficient 
scope to provide evidence of adequate industry and application of an extent characteristic of at 
least four yearsô active research effort in the candidateôs field and:  
 
A11.1 present a coherent programme of research undertaken by the candidate;  
 
A11.2 form a distinct contribution to the knowledge of the field of study and afford evidence of 
originality and a capacity for autonomous research;  
 
A11.3 through the publications and integrative summary provide evidence of a critical assessment 
of the relevant literature; where relevant, describe the method of research and its findings, include 
discussion on those findings and indicate in what respects they advance the study of the subject; 
and, in so doing, demonstrate a deep and synoptic understanding of the field of study;  
 
A11.4 demonstrate relevant research skills;  
 
A11.5 include a full bibliography and references;  
 
A11.6 be written in English and of a satisfactory standard of literary presentation.  
 
A12 Additionally, in the case of collaborative work, the examiners must satisfy themselves that the 
part of the submitted material attributed to the candidate constitutes a substantial original 
contribution to knowledge.  
 
Entry to examination and submission of work  
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A13 The candidate shall be subject to the regulations set out in Section 9 of the PhD regulations 
except that he or she shall be expected to submit two copies of the publications and the integrative 
summary bound in accordance with instructions obtainable from the Head of IOE Centre for 
Doctoral Education and in accordance with the IOE Guidelines for the Conduct of Oral 
Examinations.  
 
Appointment of Examiners and Conduct of Examination  
 
A15 The examiners for the PhD by Publication shall be appointed in accordance with procedures 
set out in section 11 of the PhD regulations.  
 
Outcome of examination of PhD by publication  
 
A16 Candidates for the PhD by Publication must submit the thesis comprising the publications and 
integrating paper and be examined orally save as prescribed otherwise in paragraph A17 below.  
 
A17 The options open to the examiners in determining the result of the examination are as set out 
below:  
 
A17.1 if the thesis comprising publications and integrating paper submitted fulfils the criteria set 
out in these regulations and the candidate satisfies the examiners in the oral examination, the 
examiners shall report that the candidate has satisfied them in the examination for the PhD 
degree; or  
 
A17.2 if the thesis otherwise fulfils the criteria but requires minor amendments to the integrative 
summary and if the candidate satisfies the examiners in the oral examination, the examiners may 
require the candidate to make such minor amendments within three months of having received 
them. The examiners shall be required to advise the student of the corrections in writing following 
the oral examination. The corrected thesis shall be submitted to one of the examiners nominated 
by them for confirmation that the corrections are satisfactory; or  
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years of full-time registration or eight calendar years of part-time registration. Exceptionally, the 
Faculty Tutor/ Head of IOE Centre for Doctoral Education may grant permission for a longer period 
of study in accordance with the agreed procedures as laid down in the IOE Code of Practice for 
Research Degrees, except that this shall not exceed ten years from the initial date of registration. 
 
Advanced Standing  
 
B10 Candidates for the Integrated MPhil/PhD may, at the discretion of the UCL, be given 
exemptio
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Specific Requirements for PhD Thesis  
 
B20 The regulations for the MPhil/PhD Section 7 shall be followed in respect of the specific 
requirements for PhD thesis for candidates for the Integrated MPhil/PhD.  
 
Specific Requirements for MPhil Thesis  
 
B21 The regulations for the MPhil/PhD Section 8 shall be followed in respect of the specific 
requirements for MPhil thesis for candidates for the Integrated MPhil/PhD.  
 
Entry to thesis examination and submission of thesis for MPhil or PhD  
 
B22 The regulations for the MPhil/PhD Section 9 shall be followed in respect of the entry to thesis 
examination and submission of thesis for MPhil or PhD for candidates for the Integrated 
MPhil/PhD.  
 
B23 In addition to the requirements set out in Section 9, students registered for the Integrated 
MPhil/PhD must also have attained a satisfactory standard in the taught element of the 
programme to the value of 120 credits prior to entry to the examination for the thesis.  
 
Declaration  
 
B24 The regulations for the MPhil/PhD Section 10 shall be followed in respect of the Declaration 
for candidates for the Integrated MPhil/PhD.  
 
Appointment of Thesis Examiners and Conduct of Thesis Examination  
 
B25 The regulations for the MPhil/PhD Section 11 shall be followed in respect of the appointment 
of thesis examiners and conduct of thesis examination for candidates for the Integrated 
MPhil/PhD.  
 
Outcome of PhD Examination  
 
B26 The regulations for the MPhil/PhD Section 12 shall be followed in respect of the outcome of 
PhD examination for candidates for the Integrated MPhil/PhD.  
 
Outcome of MPhil Examination  
 
B27 The regulations for the MPhil/PhD Section 13 shall be followed in respect of the outcome of 
MPhil examination for candidates for the Integrated MPhil/PhD.  
 
Notification of Results of MPhil and PhD Examinations  


