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 Admissions  

1.1 Standard Qualifications for Admission 

1. The normal minimum entrance qualifications for registration for the degree of Master of 

Philosophical Studies (MPhilStud) is the award of an upper second class Honours degree, 

or equivalent overseas qualification, in an appropriate discipline. Individual programmes 

may set higher entry requirements. 

2. Relevant postgraduate study, such as a taught degree at masters level, may be acceptable 

where the first degree is a not an Honours degree or equivalent overseas qualification.  

 

 Registration 

2.1 Dual Registration 

1. A student is not permitted to be formally registered for one programme of study at UCL at 

the same time as being formally registered (or re-sitting examinations) for another 

programme of study at UCL or any other Higher Education Institution. 

Further guidance 

1. Students can accept an offer of a place from UCL when they are still formally registered with 

another Higher Education Institution, or if they are re-sitting examinations. However, they 

https://researchlog.grad.ucl.ac.uk/
http://www.grad.ucl.ac.uk/essinfo/
http://www.grad.ucl.ac.uk/essinfo/


/students/student-status/changes-your-studies/interrupting-or-withdrawing-your-studies


http://www.grad.ucl.ac.uk/essinfo/
http://www.grad.ucl.ac.uk/essinfo/
http://www.grad.ucl.ac.uk/essinfo/
http://www.grad.ucl.ac.uk/essinfo/
http://www.grad.ucl.ac.uk/essinfo/
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c) have had previous experience of at least one successful MPhilStud or MPhil/PhD 

supervision within a supervisory team (defined as having taken a student all the way 

through to a research degree award). 

4. A Subsidiary Supervisor for an MPhilStud should normally: 

a)  have expertise relevant to the area of proposed research; 

b) be familiar with the standards required for MPhilStud or MPhil/PhD research. 

5. A probationary member of academic staff may be appointed as Principal Supervisor if 

supervision is undertaken within the context of an experienced supervisory team comprising 

at least one demonstrably active researcher with experience of at least two successful 

/human-resources/personal-relationships-policy
/human-resources/personal-relationships-policy
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3.5 Transfer of S/dehpervisor to a
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incorporated fieldwork must be clearly identified as such in the thesis submitted for 

examination. 

4. Students may submit the results of work done in conjunction with their supervisor and/or 

with fellow research workers provided that their own contribution in the investigation is 

clearly stated and a statement of confirmation is certified by the supervisor. 

5. The decision of a student to submit a thesis should be made in consultation with the 

student's supervisor(s). The decision to submit a thesis in any particular form rests with the 

student alone. 

Further guidance 

1. An allowance may be made in the case of a student who has transferred from another 

institution (see Section 2.3 Exemption from Part of a Programme of Study). 

2. Students should also include in each copy of their thesis a signed declaration that the work 

presented is their own. This may be inserted between the title page and the contents page 

of the thesis in the following terms: 

‘I, [Student’s full name], confirm that the work presented in this thesis is my own. Where 

information has been derived from other sources, I confirm that this has been indicated in the 

thesis.’ 

4.2.2 Requirements of an MPhilStud Thesis 

1. A thesis for the award of an MPhilStud degree shall be examined in accordance with the 

following criteria, according to which the thesis shall demonstrate that it: 

a) is genuinely the work of the candidate; 

b) consists of the candidate’s own account of their investigations and indicates in what 

respects they appear to them to advance the study of the subject; 

c) represents a contribution to the subject, either through a record of the candidate’s 

original work or a critical and ordered exposition of existing knowledge; 

d) takes due account of previously published work on the subject; 

e) makes clear the sources from which information has been derived, the extent to which 

the work of others has been used, and the areas which are claimed as original; 

f) is an integrated whole and presents a coherent argument; 

g) is satisfactory as regards literary presentation; 

h) includes a satisfactory bibliography and references.  

2. A series of papers, whether published or otherwise, is not acceptable for submission as a 

thesis. Research work already published, or submitted for publication, at the time of 

submission of a thesis, either by a student alone or jointly with others, may be included in 

the thesis. The published papers themselves may not be included in the body of a thesis but 



/students/exams-and-assessments/research-assessments/examination-entry
/students/exams-and-assessments/research-assessments/format-bind-and-submit-your-thesis-general-guidance
/students/exams-and-assessments/research-assessments/format-bind-and-submit-your-thesis-general-guidance
/students/exams-and-assessments/research-assessments/examination-entry
mailto:researchdegrees@ucl.ac.uk
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/ion/library/publications/rps
/students/exams-and-assessments/research-assessments/format-bind-and-submit-your-thesis-fine-art-design
/library/research-support/open-access/contact-ucls-open-access-team
/library/research-support/open-access/open-access-theses-how-deposit
/students/exams-and-assessments/research-assessments/examination-entry
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ii) A student is required to submit to his/her supervisor a short description of the content of 

the thesis in about 300 words, the short description must be submitted to the Registry 

with the Examiner Nomination Forms, to assist in the appointment of suitable 

examiners (see the Chapter 5 webpage for more details). 

4.3.2 Thesis Submission 

1. A student should submit a thesis for examination before the end of 24 months of registration 

full time and must do so before the end of any CRS period (see section 5 below). A student 

will remain registered after the submission of his or her thesis until the award of the degree. 

He or she will be entitled to a UCL student identity card and will be able to use all the 

general UCL facilities and services while preparing for an oral examination or making minor 

revisions to a thesis. 

2. Prior to examination, candidates are required to submit their e-thesis to UCL for dispatch to 

their examiners. Further information and guidance is available on the Thesis Formatting 

webpages. 

3. After the examination and before the award is made, candidates entering for a UCL award 

are required deposit one e-thesis in the UCL Institutional Repository. 

Further guidance 

1. A candidate for the MPhilStud degree is required to bring to the oral examination a copy of 

his/her thesis which is identical to the copies submitted to researchdegrees@ucl.ac.uk. 

Further information and forms are available on the Research Degree Examination Entry 

webpages and on the Thesis Formatting webpages. 

4.3.3 Dispatch of Theses to Examiners 

1. A thesis will be sent, via researchdegrees@ucl.ac.uk, to both examiners at least four weeks 

in advance of an oral examination. 

2. 

/academic-manual/chapters/chapter-5-research-degrees-framework
/students/exams-and-assessments/research-assessments/format-bind-and-submit-your-thesis-general-guidance
/students/exams-and-assessments/research-assessments/format-bind-and-submit-your-thesis-general-guidance
mailto:researchdegrees@ucl.ac.uk
/students/exams-and-assessments/research-assessments/examination-entry
/students/exams-and-assessments/research-assessments/examination-entry
/students/exams-and-assessments/research-assessments/examination-entry
/students/exams-and-assessments/research-assessments/format-bind-and-submit-your-thesis-general-guidance
/students/exams-and-assessments/research-assessments/format-bind-and-submit-your-thesis-general-guidance
mailto:researchdegrees@ucl.ac.uk
/students/exams-and-assessments/research-assessments/format-bind-and-submit-your-thesis-general-guidance
mailto:researchdegrees@ucl.ac.uk
/students/exams-and-assessments/research-assessments/examination-entry
/students/exams-and-assessments/research-assessments/examination-entry


/academic-manual/chapters/chapter-5-research-degrees-framework
/academic-manual/chapters/chapter-5-research-degrees-framework


/academic-manual/chapters/chapter-5-research-degrees-framework
mailto:researchdegrees@ucl.ac.uk
/academic-manual/chapters/chapter-5-research-degrees-framework
/academic-manual/chapters/chapter-5-research-degrees-framework
mailto:researchdegrees@ucl.ac.uk
http://www.grad.ucl.ac.uk/essinfo/
http://www.grad.ucl.ac.uk/essinfo/
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1. Students for an MPhilStud degree must submit a thesis and be examined orally. The 

following options are open to examiners in determining the result of an examination for the 

MPhilStud degree: 

a) If the thesis fulfils the criteria (set out in 4.2) and the student satisfies the examiners in 

all other parts of the examination, the examiners will report that the student has 

satisfied them in the examination and the student has passed the research component 

of the award. 

b) If the thesis otherwise satisfies the criteria (set out in 4.2) but requires minor 

amendments, and if the student satisfies the examiners in all other parts of the 

http://www.grad.ucl.ac.uk/essinfo/
http://www.grad.ucl.ac.uk/essinfo/
/drupal/site_academic-manual/sites/academic-manual/files/chapter_5_part_a_research_degree_regulations_2018-19.pdf
/drupal/site_academic-manual/sites/academic-manual/files/chapter_5_part_a_research_degree_regulations_2018-19.pdf
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/srs/governance-and-committees/resgov/research-misconduct-procedure-jan-2017.pdf
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/srs/governance-and-committees/resgov/research-misconduct-procedure-jan-2017.pdf


http://www.ucl.ac.uk/graduation/
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/graduation/robes
/students/status/research-students/completing-research-status
http://www.grad.ucl.ac.uk/essinfo/
http://www.grad.ucl.ac.uk/essinfo/
http://www.grad.ucl.ac.uk/essinfo/
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5.3 Extensions to the Completing Research Period 

1. A student who cannot submit a thesis for examination before the end of CRS due to 

circumstances outside his or her control may apply for an extension. The maximum period 

of extension is one year full time.  

Further guidance 

1. Applications for extension to CRS must be made via the application form available in Portico 

(for further information see: Completing Research Status (CRS) webpages). Applications 

must be supported by a student’s department and may be made on the grounds of illness of 

student or close relative, maternity leave, bereavement, responsibilities as a primary carer 

or academic circumstances out of the control of the student. Work commitments or any 

duties carried out for a department are not considered grounds for extension; submission of 

a thesis is expected to be a priority. Applications on the grounds of the illness or termination 

of employment of the Principal Supervisor may be considered but departments are 

expected to make arrangements for alternative supervision under such circumstances. 

5.4 Submission of a Thesis after the end of CRS 

1. A student who submits late will be liable for a Submission Extension Fee.  

2. A student who does not submit a thesis before the end of his or her CRS registration will 

https://evision.ucl.ac.uk/urd/sits.urd/run/siw_lgn
/students/status/research-students/completing-research-status
/students/exams-and-assessments/research-assessments/extension-fees
/students/exams-and-assessments/research-assessments/extension-fees
https://evision.ucl.ac.uk/urd/sits.urd/run/siw_lgn
/students/exams-and-assessments/research-assessments/examination-entry
/students/exams-and-assessments/research-assessments/examination-entry

