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Chapter 5 includes the main regulations for all UCL students, except where the following approved 

derogations and variations supersede: 

 

 Doctor in Engineering (EngD) Additional Regulations 

 Doctor of Public Administration (DPA) Regulations 

 Masters by Research (MRes) Additional Regulations 

 UCL IOE General Academic Regulations 

 UCL IOE Assessment Regulations for Students 

 
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 Research Degrees Assessment: 
PhD/EngD/MPhil/MD(Res) 

1.1 Requirements of a Thesis 

1.1.1 Theses: General 

1. The greater proportion of the work submitted in a thesis must have been undertaken 

after the registration of the student for the MPhil/PhD/EngD or MD(Res) degree.  

2. The work in the thesis submitted by a student must be their own work and the 

submission of a thesis for examination will be regarded as a declaration of that fact. 

3. A student will not be permitted to submit a thesis that has been submitted for 

examination for a degree, or comparable award, of this or any other university or 

institution. However, students may incorporate into a thesis previously examined 

fieldwork which they have already submitted for a degree or comparable award of this, 

or any other university or institution. In such a case this must be indicated on the 

Examination Entry Form and the incorporated fieldwork must be clearly identified as 

such in the thesis submitted for examination. 

4. Students may submit the results of work done in conjunction with their supervisor 

and/or with fellow research workers provided that their own contribution in the 

investigation is clearly stated and a statement of confirmation is certified by the 

supervisor. 

5. The decision of a student to submit a thesis should be made in consultation with the 

student's supervisor(s). The decision to submit a thesis in any particular form rests with 

the student alone. 

Further guidance 

1. An allowance may be made in the case of a student who has transferred from another 

institution (see Chapter 1, Section 2: Research Degree Admissions). 

2. Students should also include in each copy of their thesis a signed declaration that the 

work presented is their own. This may be inserted between the title page and the 

contents page of the thesis in the following terms: 

‘I, [Student’s full name], confirm that the work presented in this thesis is my own. Where 

information has been derived from other sources, I confirm that this has been indicated 

in the thesis.’ 

1.1.2 Requirements of a PhD/EngD Thesis 

1. A thesis for the awards of EngD or PhD degree shall be examined in accordance with 

the criteria prescribed by UCL and the thesis shall demonstrate that it: 

a) is genuinely the work of the candidate; 

b) shows a student's capacity to pursue original research in the field of study based 

on a good understanding of the research techniques and concepts appropriate to 

the discipline; 

c) embodies the results of a research programme which may reasonably be 

expected of a student after three years of full-time study or the part-time 

equivalent, formulated and carried out by the student in consultation with the 

supervisors; 

d) consists of a student's own account of their investigations, the greater proportion 

of which shall have been undertaken during the period of registration under 

supervision for the degree; 
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e) represents a distinct and significant contribution to the subject, whether through 

the discovery of new knowledge, the connection of previously unrelated facts, the 

development of new theory, or the revision of older views; 

f) shows the exercise of critical judgement with regard to both a student's own work 

and that of other scholars in the field; 

g) is an integrated whole and presents a coherent argument; 

h) gives a critical assessment of the relevant literature, describes the method of 

research and its findings, includes discussion on those findings and indicates in 

what respects they appear to the student to advance the study of the subject; 

and, in so doing, demonstrates a deep and synoptic understanding of the field of 

study, (a student being able to place the thesis in a wider context), objectivity and 

the capacity for judgement in complex situations and autonomous work in that 

field.  

i) is satisfactory in its literary and/or technical presentation and structure with a full 

bibliography and references; 
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relevant contribution to the main theme of a thesis. Publications derived from the work 

in a thesis may be bound as supplementary material at the back of a thesis. 

1.1.4 Requirements of an MD(Res) Thesis 

1. A thesis for the MD(Res) degree will deal with any branch of medicine, or surgery or 

medical or dental science. It is a condition of the award of the degree that the clinical 

research involved in the thesis shall conform to high ethical standards. If UCL is not 

satisfied on this point, the degree will not be awarded irrespective of the merit of the 

thesis in other respects. 

2. The thesis shall: 

a) demonstrate it is genuinely the work of the candidate; 

b) consist of the candidate's own account of his/her investigations, the greater 

proportion of which shall have been undertaken during the period of registration 

under supervision for the degree; 

c) form a distinct contribution to the knowledge of the subject and afford evidence of 

originality by the discovery of new facts and/or by the exercise of independent 

critical power;  

d) be an integrated whole and present a coherent argument; 

e) give a critical assessment of the relevant literature, describe the method of 

research and its findings, include discussion on those findings and indicate in 

what respects they appear to the candidate to advance the study of the subject; 

and, in so doing, demonstrate a deep and synoptic understanding of the field of 

study (the candidate being able to place the thesis in a wider context), objectivity 

and the capacity for judgment in complex situations and autonomous work in that 

field;  

f) include a full bibliography and references; 

g) demonstrate research skills relevant to the thesis being presented;  

h) be of a standard to merit publication in whole or in part or in a revised form (for 

example, as a monograph or as a number of articles in learned journals). 

3. A series of papers, whether published or otherwise, is not acceptable for submission as 

a thesis. Research work already published, or submitted for publication, at the time of 

submission of a thesis, either by a student alone or jointly with others, may be included 

in the thesis. The published papers themselves may not be included in the body of a 

thesis but may be adapted to form an integral part of a thesis and thereby make a 

relevant contribution to the main theme of a thesis. Publications derived from the work 

in a thesis may be bound as supplementary material at the back of a thesis. 

1.1.5 Language of a Thesis 

1. All theses must be written in English. 

2. For candidates in the field of foreign language and literature, the decision about which 

language the thesis should be written in would be made by the Faculty Graduate Tutor 



http://www.ucl.ac.uk/current-students/student-centre
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/current-students/student-centre
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/current-students/research_degrees/rd_exam_entry
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/current-students/research_degrees/rd_exam_entry
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/current-students/research_degrees/thesis_formatting
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/current-students/research_degrees/rd_exam_entry
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/current-students/research_degrees/thesis_formatting
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may be printed on. Photographic and other illustrations should be permanently mounted 

on A4 size paper and bound in with the thesis. 

1.1.8 Approval of a Thesis Title 

1. A student must have the title of his/her thesis approved by his/her Principal Supervisor.

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/current-students/student-centre
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/current-students/student-centre
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/current-students/student-centre
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/ion/library/publications/rps
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/current-students/research_degrees/rd_exam_entry
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/library
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/current-students/research_degrees/thesis_formatting
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/current-students/research_degrees/rd_exam_entry
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/silva/srs/academic-regulations/res-deg/guidance
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/current-students/student-centre
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2. After the examination and before the award is made, candidates entering for a UCL 

award are required to submit one soft-bound thesis and to deposit one e-thesis in the 

UCL Institutional Repository. Candidates entering for a University of London award are 

required to submit one soft-bound thesis. 

Further guidance 

1. A student may be required to provide additional copies of his/her thesis if additional 

examiners are appointed at any stage in the examination process. 

2. A candidate for the EngD, PhD, MPhil or MD(Res) degree is required to bring to the 

oral examination a copy of his/her thesis which is identical to the copies submitted to 

the Student Centre. Further information and forms are available on the Research 

Degree Examination Entry webpages and on the Thesis Formatting webpages. 

3. Further information on the thesis submission for Practice-Led programmes is available 

from the Thesis Formatting webpages. 

1.2.3 Dispatch of Theses to Examiners 

1. A thesis will be sent, via the Student Centre, to both examiners at least four weeks in 

advance of an oral examination. 

2. Direct submission of theses to examiners by students, supervisors or departments/ 

divisions is not permitted. 

Further guidance 

1. All theses will be submitted to UCL via the Student Centre. Theses will be sent to both 

examiners by the Student Centre. Supervisors and students should note that theses will 

only be sent to examiners who have been formally appointed by UCL and only after the 

Examination Entry Form has been submitted in accordance with the Examination Entry 

Guidelines on the Research Degree Examination Entry webpages. 

2. Supervisors and students for examination should ensure that all examination entry 

requirements have been met in good time before a planned oral examination takes 

place.  

3. Oral Examinations cannot proceed if the requirements for the examination entry, 

including the formal appointment of examiners, have not taken place in accordance with 

UCL regulations. The outcome of any examination conducted in such an instance 

would be void.  

1.2.4 Reasonable Adjustments 

1. Under the Equality Act 2010, UCL is required to make Reasonable Adjustments to 

learning, teaching and assessment to ensure that disabled students are not put at a 

substantial disadvantage. UCL can also provide Reasonable Adjustments for students 

who might not consider themselves to have a ‘disability’ but who nevertheless would 

benefit from additional support with their studies due to an ongoing medical or mental 

health condition. For further information about Reasonable Adjustments, and how to 

apply, please see Chapter 4, Section 5: Reasonable Adjustments and the section for 

Postgraduate Research Students in particular. 

1.3 Appointment of Examiners 

1.3.1 The Appointment of Examiners for Research Degrees 

1. Two examiners will be appointed for each candidate in accordance with the UCL 

Procedures for the Appointment of Examiners (see Research Degrees Guidance 

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/current-students/student-centre
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/current-students/research_degrees/rd_exam_entry
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/current-students/research_degrees/rd_exam_entry
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/current-students/research_degrees/thesis_formatting
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/current-students/research_degrees/thesis_formatting
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/current-students/student-centre
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/current-students/research_degrees/rd_exam_entry
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/silva/srs/academic-regulations/res-deg/guidance
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webpages for more details). One of the examiners shall be external to UCL; the other 

shall normally be a member of the academic staff of UCL. 

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/silva/srs/academic-regulations/res-deg/guidance
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/silva/srs/academic-regulations/res-deg/guidance
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5. The third examiner will, however, be nominated and appointed through usual UCL 

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/silva/srs/academic-regulations/res-deg/guidance
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/silva/srs/academic-regulations/res-deg/guidance
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/current-students/student-centre
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/silva/srs/academic-regulations/res-deg/guidance
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/silva/srs/academic-regulations/res-deg/guidance
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/srs/our-services/student-administration
http://www.grad.ucl.ac.uk/essinfo/
http://www.grad.ucl.ac.uk/essinfo/


http://www.grad.ucl.ac.uk/essinfo/
http://www.grad.ucl.ac.uk/essinfo/
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examiners, or one of their numbers nominated by them, for confirmation that the 

amendments are satisfactory. 

c) If the thesis, though inadequate, shall seem of sufficient merit to justify such 

action, the examiners may determine that the student be permitted to re-present 

his/her thesis in a revised form within 12 months. The examiners may at their 

discretion exempt from a further oral examination, on re-presentation of his/her 

thesis, a student who under this regulation has been permitted to re-present it in a 

revised form. Examiners may refer a thesis for the MPhil degree for 12 months for 

re-submission in a revised form on one occasion only. 

d) If the thesis fulfils the criteria (set out in 1.1.3) but the student fails to satisfy the 

examiners at the oral examination, the examiners may determine that the student 

be permitted to re-present the same thesis and submit to a further oral 

examination within a period specified by them and not exceeding 12 months. 

e) The examiners may determine that the student has not satisfied them in the 

examination and no degree award will be made.  

2. The examiners shall not, save in very exceptional circumstances, make any of the 

above decisions without submitting the student to an oral examination on at least one 

occasion. 

Further guidance 

1. Staff and students should also refer to the Code of Practice for Graduate Research 

Degrees for further guidance on the examination of research degree students. 

1.5.3 Outcomes of the Oral Examination: MD(Res) Degree 

1. Students for the MD(Res) degree must submit a thesis and be examined orally. There 

http://www.grad.ucl.ac.uk/essinfo/
http://www.grad.ucl.ac.uk/essinfo/
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http://www.grad.ucl.ac.uk/essinfo/
http://www.grad.ucl.ac.uk/essinfo/
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/srs/governance-and-committees/resgov/research-misconduct-procedure-jan-2017.pdf
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/srs/governance-and-committees/resgov/research-misconduct-procedure-jan-2017.pdf


http://www.ucl.ac.uk/srs/governance-and-committees/resgov/research-misconduct-procedure-jan-2017.pdf
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/srs/governance-and-committees/resgov/research-misconduct-procedure-jan-2017.pdf
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/srs/governance-and-committees/resgov
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/graduation/
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/graduation/robes
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/graduation/robes
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 Professional Doctorate Assessment 

2.1 Taught Element 

2.1.1 Successful Completion of a Professional Doctorate Programme 

1. In order to complete successfully a professional doctorate programme at UCL, students 

must complete all specified taught components of their degree programme, as follows: 

a) For the coursework and/or practicum components, a threshold for completion will 

be set by the programme and be clearly publicised to students. 

b) In the event that any threshold set is not reached, the result for the component 

will be “incomplete” regardless of the mark obtained.  

2.1.2 Unseen Examinations 

1. An unseen examination component is deemed complete if a student has submitted an 

answer that can be academically assessed. The mark awarded, however, might be 

zero. If a student makes little or no attempt at the examination, this will be deemed 

“incomplete”. 

2. A taught component is complete when a student has been declared complete on all 

relevant assessments for that component using the criteria specified in the relevant 

programme regulations. 

2.2 Academic Assessment 
1. 
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Further guidance 

1. In this context a coursework element is either part of or the entire coursework 

component for a taught module. For example, one essay weighed at 40% of a taught 

module is one element and therefore makes up the entire 40% coursework component 

for that module, the remainder being other component(s) weighted at 60%. However, 

as another example, 10 individual weekly problem sheets weighted at 40% of a taught 

module are 10 elements of the 40% coursework component of that module the 

remainder being other component(s) weighted at 60%.  

2. Reports listing names and candidate numbers will be available via Portico to 

designated departmental/divisional staff in the first term. 

3. The student SRN may be used as an anonymous identifier when departments/divisions 

wish to reserve use of candidate numbers for unseen written examinations. 

4. Since students benefit from feedback on their coursework, anonymity is not required 

when the coursework element constitutes 40% or less of the assessment for a taught 

module. 

5. Anonymity is required when a coursework element constitutes 40% or more of a taught 

module and SRN or candidate numbers may be used as appropriate. However, 

anonymity may be relaxed once marks have been agreed to facilitate feedback to 

students. 

6. Candidate numbers should be used for all unseen written examinations and at 

meetings of Boards of Examiners. 

2.2.2 Examination Entry Criteria 

1. Students will be eligible for summative assessment if they have attended and pursued 

the taught module(s) to the satisfaction of the teaching department/division. The 

minimum requirement for ‘satisfactory performance’ is attendance of 70% of the taught 

module(s) in terms of lectures, seminars, laboratory sessions and other forms of 

teaching and learning as specified by the department/division or faculty. 

2. Students who are clearly falling short of any departmental/divisional requirements in 

any particular taught module will be informed in writing that their performance is 

currently less than satisfactory, and that if the situation continues, they may be barred 

from the assessment of the taught module(s) in question together with the 

consequences that this may bring.  

3. Students have the right to appeal against the decision to bar them from being 

assessed.  

Further guidance  

1. Departmental/divisional, programme and taught module literature given to students at 

the start of the session must set out the policy on satisfactory performance, together 

with clear definitions of what will constitute ‘unsatisfactory performance’. If particular 

importance is attached to the attendance for certain elements, such as seminars for 

laboratory work, of a taught module, then the requirements must be set out clearly in 

the literature given to students. 

2. Departments/divisions may stipulate a higher minimum requirement than attendance of 

70% of the taught if they wish to do so as long as this is communicated to the students.
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2. If a student is absent from an examination without permission or, although present at an 

examination, either does not attempt the paper or attempts so little that it cannot be 

assessed and provides no evidence of extenuating circumstances, the normal 

procedure should be that the student is awarded a mark of zero for the missed/non-

attempted examination (i.e. a mark of zero would be counted in any average and it 

would be treated as an attempt: the overall result for the module would be recorded by 



http://www.ucl.ac.uk/srs/our-services/student-administration
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Examination of a Programme 

1. Students entering an examination must be examined in all parts of the examination 

prescribed for the programme. Therefore (unless prevented by illness or other 

adequate cause for which certification must be provided) students must register for 
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2. The person examining the practicum component will normally be specified before the 

student is sent on the practicum assignment. 

3. The criteria for satisfactory performance in a practicum assignment will be specified by 

the programme and made available both to students and assessors of the practicum. 

4. Reports of the student’s progress and the oral examination (if conducted) will be 

considered by the Board of Examiners of the programme.  

2.2.14 



23



24 

‘I, [student’s full name], confirm that the work presented in this thesis is my own. Where 

information has been derived from other sources, I confirm that this has been indicated 

in the thesis.’ 

2.3.2 Requirements of the Research Thesis 

1. A thesis for the award of a professional doctorate shall be examined in accordance with 

the criteria prescribed by UCL and the thesis shall demonstrate that it: 

i) 
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2.3.4 Word Length of a Thesis 

1. 

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/current-students/student-centre
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ii) The form, which requires a short description of the content of the thesis in about 

300 words, must be submitted to the Departmental/Divisional Postgraduate 

Committee to assist in the nomination of suitable examiners. 

2.4.2 Thesis Submission 

1. Students, prior to examination, are required to submit two copies of their theses to UCL 

using the procedures identified by the programme. 

2. Students may be required to provide a third copy of their thesis if a third examiner is 

appointed at any stage in the examination process. 

3.  Students are required to bring to the oral examination a copy of their thesis which is 

identical to the copies submitted to UCL.  

2.4.3 Dispatch of Theses to Examiners 

1. A thesis will be sent to both examiners at least four weeks in advance of an oral 

examination. 

2. Direct submission of theses to examiners by students or supervisors is not permitted. 

Further guidance 

1. All theses will be submitted to UCL using the procedures identified by the programme. 

Supervisors and students should note that theses will only be sent to examiners who 

have been formally appointed by UCL and only after the thesis submission form has 

been submitted in accordance with the examination entry guidelines. Further 

information is available from individual programmes. 

2. The Departmental/Divisional Postgraduate Committee and the student should ensure 

that all examination entry requirements have been met in good time before a planned 

oral examination takes place. 

3. Oral examinations cannot proceed if the requirements for the examination entry, 

including the formal appointment of examiners, have not taken place in accordance with 

UCL regulations. The outcome of any examination conducted in such an instance 

would be void. 

2.5 Appointment of Examiners 

2.5.1 The Appointment of Examiners for Professional Doctorates 

1. The Chair of the Board of Examiners for the professional doctorate will nominate 

external examiners for the taught and practicum components of the programme. 

2. In making a nomination, the Chair will take account of the appointment criteria specified 

by UCL Research Degrees Committee including confirmation of approval of the 

nomination from UCL Research Degrees Committee and the Faculty Graduate Tutor on 

behalf of the Faculty Postgraduate Teaching committee. 

Further guidance 

1. Upon receipt of the confirmation of appointment of the nominated examiner by UCL, the 

Chair of the Board of Examiners should ensure that the newly-appointed examiner 

receives the following, together with any additional information required: 

i) Name of departmental/divisional board contact (e.g. Examinations Liaison 

Officer); 

ii) Departmental booklet such as a Student Handbook or syllabus information; 

iii) Composition of the Board of Examiners (e.g. number of internal examiners and 

any interdepartmental involvement); 
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iv) Number and subject area of other external examiners appointed to the Board; 

v) Scheme of award; 

vi) Marking scheme for papers (when known); 

vii) Criteria for practicum requirements (where appropriate); 

viii) Criteria for the research component; 

ix) Date(s) of meetings of Board of Examiners to which the external examiner is 

invited (when known); 

x) 
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2.6 Conduct of the Oral Examination 

2.6.1 Format of the Oral Examination 

1. The oral examination will usually consider the student portfolio, including the outcomes 

of practicum assignments and assessments, related coursework and the research 

dissertation. 

2. All oral examinations shall be conducted in the English Language. 

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/current-students/student-centre
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b) 

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/srs/governance-and-committees/resgov/research-misconduct-procedure-jan-2017.pdf
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/srs/governance-and-committees/resgov/research-misconduct-procedure-jan-2017.pdf
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including suspected use of a fellow student's or other person’s work without that 

student's knowledge and consent; 

d) A first instance of plagiarism (including suspected collusion but not including 

suspected use of a fellow student's or other person’s work without that student's 

knowledge and consent) in the later stages of the programme of study in which 

(a) no more than 30% of the work in question can be demonstrated to have been 

plagiarised or, (b) in the case of plagiarised data, statistics etc., it can be 

demonstrated that they are not the main findings or among the main findings on 

which the argument of the thesis rests; 

e)  A first instance of misrepresentation of results in the early stages of the 

programme of study (in the first year of study); 

f) A first instance of misrepresentation of results in the later stages of the 

programme of study which is judged to have been owing to error, 

misunderstanding or other extenuating circumstances. 

2.7.2 Extent of Misconduct: Action O
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1. UCL has the right to rescind an award if research misconduct is discovered after the 

examination of a thesis. 

2.7.4 Appeal against the Action Taken in the Event of Research Misconduct 

1. Students cannot contest a decision on academic grounds. Students can only contest a 

decision on specific grounds as set out in Chapter 1, Section 12: Student Complaints 

Procedure. 

2.8 

http://www.ucl.ac.uk/graduation/
http://www.ucl.ac.uk/graduation/robes

