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1 Introduction

1.  The University College London Qualifications and Credit Framework (QCF) defines the
underpinning structures of all programmes leading to taught and research Higher
Education qualifications at UCL.

2. All UCL qualifications and programmes of study must be aligned with the Qualifications
and Credit Framework.

3. The QCF is a constituent part of the UCL Academic Manual which forms the basis of
the contract between students and UCL.

1.1 Purposes

1. The main purposes of the QCF are:
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2.1

2.1.1

2.1.2

2.1.3

The Qualifications of UCL

The following qualifications are accredited by University College London, granted under the
ordinances and statutes of the University of London? and governed by this Qualifications and
Credit Framework:

Undergraduate Qualifications

Basic Level (level 3)
¢ University Preparatory Certificate (UPC)

First Level (level 4)
o Certificate of Higher Education (Cert HE)

Intermediate Level (level 5)


http://www.london.ac.uk/fileadmin/documents/about/governance/ordinances/Ordinances_2015/Regulation_1_UoL_Awards.pdf
http://www.london.ac.uk/fileadmin/documents/about/governance/ordinances/Ordinances_2015/Regulation_1_UoL_Awards.pdf
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2.2
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2.3

Masters Level (level 7)

Integrated Masters Degrees

Master of Engineering (MENQ)
Master in Science (MSci)
Master of Pharmacy (MPharm)

Taught Postgraduate Qualifications

Masters Level (level 7)

Postgraduate Certificates & Diplomas

Postgraduate Certificate (PG Cert)
Postgraduate Certificate in Education (PGCE)
International Postgraduate Certificate in Education (iPGCE)

Postgraduate Diploma (PG Dip) (including the Postgraduate Diploma in Education

(PGDE))

Taught Masters Degrees

Master of Architecture (MArch)

Master of Arts (MA)

International Master of Arts (MA (International))
Master of Business Administration (MBA)
Master of Clinical Dentistry (MClinDent)

Master of Education (MEd)

Master of Fine Art (MFA)

Master of Landscape Architecture (MLA)
Master of Laws (LLM)

Master of Planning (MPlan)

Master of Public Administration (MPA)
Executive Master of Public Administration (EMPA)
Master of Science (MSc)

Master of Surgery (MS)

Master of Teaching (MTeach)

Master of Teaching and Learning (MTL)

Postgraduate Research Qualifications



Integrated Doctorates



3 Framework Components

1. A number of components define the basic structures of all UCL qualifications:

3.1 Qualification

1. A qualification is a higher education doctorate, degree, diploma or certificate accredited
and conferred by UCL following the successful completion of an



Combined A programme with an Subijects should be listed as

(Joint) approximately equal approved in the programme
balance between two specification and the conjunction
subjects. ‘and’ used to join the two

subjects.

Major/Minor A major subject accounts The major subject should be
for at most three quarters of = listed first and the conjunction
the programme; a minor ‘with’ used to join the two

subject accounts for at least  subjects.
a quarter of the

programme, using a subject

ratio between 2:1 and 3:1.

Triple (three A programme with an Subjects should be listed as

subject) approximately equal approved in the programme
balance between three specification with a comma
subjects. separating the first two subjects

and the conjunction ‘and’ used
before the third subject.

3.  Students failing to meet the requirements of a particular programme of study may be
eligible for a qualification with a different field of study.

3.5 Academic Level

1. Each qualification must have an associated academic level which aligns with the
Frameworks for Higher Education Qualifications of UK Degree-Awarding Bodies
(FHEQ) and the Framework for Qualifications of the European Higher Education Area

(FQ-EHEA):
UCL Level FHEQ Level FQ-EHEA Level UG Year Equivalent
Basic/ Introductory Level 3 N/A -
First Level 4 Short cycle UG Year 1
Intermediate Level 5 Short cycle UG Year 2
Advanced Level 6 First cycle UG Year 3
Masters Level 7 Second cycle -
Doctoral Level 8 Third cycle -

2. Programmes and modules must be developed with reference to the Level Descriptors.
These describe the depth and complexity of each level of study and outline the
academic skills, amount of prior knowledge and amount of learner autonomy required
to pass a programme or module at each level.

3.6 Progression

1.  Where a qualification incorporates multiple levels of study, a student must meet
threshold standards in order to progress from one academic level to the next. These
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Graduate Certificate 60 30 600

Graduate Diploma 120 60
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3.9 Modes of Study

1.  The Mode of Study comprises several factors: the intensity of study, the location of
study (in relation to the UCL campus) and, possibly, fixed period study arrangements.

2. Each programme will have a defined set of modes of study, which is determined as part
of the programme approval/amendment process.

The Intensity of Study

Full-time Students study for 40 hours per week, except during vacation
periods. Additionally students retaking a year will be deemed
full-time, when retaking more than half of the activity of the year.

Part-time Students study at a structured rate per week, normally half the
rate of full-time study. Additionally students retaking a year will
be deemed part-time, when retaking half or less of the activity of
the year.

Flexible The number of modules studied in a given year is determined by
the student, in agreement with their department. There will be a
specified maximum time in which the student must complete.

The Location of Study

Campus-based Students are required to attend UCL for enrolment and some
scheduled activities, such as lectures, seminars, tutorials etc.

Distance Learning Students are not required to attend UCL for enrolment nor
scheduled activities. Student have access to UCL libraries,
facilities and learning support. All teaching, learning and
assessment activities take place away from UCL.

Mixed-mode Students attend as Distance Learning and then change to
Campus-based (or vice versa). This change may occur multiple
times within the student’s programme of study, and will either be
at set points within the programme or will be determined by
student module selection.

Non-resident Students study primarily away from campus, and are required to
(Postgraduate attend UCL on a limited number of occasions in order to meet
Research Students their supervisor and attend the meetings for upgrade and

only) assessment.

Note: Location of Study in this context relates to the UCL Campus(es) and not to the country
in which a student is based.

12



Fixed Period Study Arrangements

Integrated Placement
or Study Abroad

Extramural Placement
or Study Abroad

Study Leave
(Postgraduate
Research Students

only)

Students spend a defined period of time studying in another
country or undertaking a professional or industrial placement
related to their field of study. The placement/study abroad is
credit-rated and an integral part of the UCL degree
programme.

Students spend an additional period studying in another
country or undertaking a professional or industrial placement.
The placement/study abroad is not an accredited part of the
UCL degree programme.

Students can apply to spend a defined period of time away
from UCL undertaking research related to their field of study.

13
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Taught Masters

Research Masters

Doctor of Philosophy

15

Dip HE
Cert HE
PG Dip
PG Cert

PG Dip
PG Cert
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Taught Masters
Degree

A Taught Masters is a level 7 qualification distinguished from the PG
Cert and PG Dip by an increased intensity and complexity of study, a
planned intellectual progression, and an in-depth research or scholarly
activity in the form of a 60- or 90-credit dissertation.

Programmes must include at least 180 credits, with a maximum of 30
credits at level 6 and a minimum of 150 credits at level 7 (although
PSRB requirements may result in a longer programme of study). The

18



Professional
Doctorate

calendar years and, on PhD programmes, students must initially
register on the MPhil before upgrading to the PhD.

Professional Doctorates aim to develop an individual's professional
practice and to support them in producing an original contribution to
professional knowledge.

Programmes include a substantial taught element in addition to the
research component. Programmes typically require three FTE calendar
years of study at level 8 and students must be registered for at least
two calendar years.

19



5 Level Descriptors

1. The Level Descriptors describe the depth and complexity of each level of study and
outline the academic skills, amount of prior knowledge and amount of learner
autonomy required to pass a programme or module at that level.

2. The descriptors are closely aligned to the Framework for Higher Education
Qualifications (FHEQ) and, together with the more discipline-specific QAA Subject
Benchmark Statements, should be used as a reference point in the development of
gualifications, programmes and modules, and for the determination of local marking
criteria.

Level Descriptor

Basic/ introductory
level

20
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4.

c) The applicant is able to provide (certified or experiential) evidence of their

background and experience that satisfies UCL as to their fitness to follow the
programme; and

d) The applicant satisfies UCL's English Language proficiency requirements.
Where UCL deems it necessary, an applicant may also be required to pass a qualifying
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6.6

Postgraduate Certificate Up to 20 credits

Postgraduate Diploma Up to 30 credits
Integrated Masters Up to 30 credits
Taught Masters Up to 30 credits
Research Masters Up to 30 credits

Where UCL deems it necessary, an applicant for EPL may be required to pass a
qualifying examination or to meet other appropriate qualifying conditions prescribed by
the UCL department.

Credits for modules awarded through EPL are included in the total number of credits for
the qualification (and, where applicable, are treated as ‘complete’) but are not graded
nor included in the classification calculation.

Details of the application process for students wishing to use EPL for advanced entry
can be found in Chapter 1: Admissions, Registration and Student Conduct Framework.

Advanced Entry to Research Programmes

1.

wnN

Recognised Prior Learning (RPL) may be considered for advanced entry to a UCL

research programme where a student has already completed learning of a standard

judged equitable with the UCL programme concerned e.g. a student has commenced a

PhD at another Higher Education Institution and wishes to transfer to a UCL PhD.

RPL is not permitted for advanced entry to Completing Research Status (CRS).

Applications for RPL for advanced entry to research programmes may be considered,

at the discretion of UCL, where:

a) A UCL supervisor is available in the appropriate field of study; and

b)  The learning is formally recognised by a Higher Education Institution whose
academic standards are judged by UCL to be at least consistent with those set
out in the Frameworks for Higher Education Qualifications of UK Degree-
Awarding Bodies (FHEQ); and

c) The learning is at the appropriate academic level and in an appropriate field; and

d) The learning can adequately replace the learning from the UCL programme
concerned; and

e) The learning has been completed within the last five years; and

f) The student has received research supervision for a minimum of one yeatr.

UCL will determine the appropriate point of entry to the programme, taking the following

into consideration:

a) The number of months of study completed on the previous programme; and

b)  Whether or not the student has successfully upgraded to PhD; and

c)  Any other evidence of progress such as a research log.

Once RPL is agreed, the supervisor and student must agree an upgrade and

examination timetable.
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7.1

Qualification

Undergraduate Qualifications

Years of FTE Level FHEQ
study credits

Notional
learning
hours

ECTS
credits

27



Qualification

Bachelor of Fine Arts

with Honours

Bachelor of Laws with

Honours

Bachelor of Science

with Honours

Integrated Bachelor of
Science with Honours

Bachelor of Science
(Economics) with

Honours

BFA
(Hons)

LLB
(Hons)

BSc
(Hons)
iBSc
(Hons)

Years of FTE
study

3 academic years

3 academic years

3 academic years

1 academic year

BSc (Econ) 3 academic years

(Hons)

Graduate Certificates and Diplomas (level 6)

Graduate Certificate

International

Professional Certificate

in Education

Grad Cert | 0.5 academic

iPgCE

Professional Certificate PCTL

in Teaching and

Learning

years
2 calendar years

1 academic year

Level

FHEQ
credits

360

360

360

120

360

60

60

60

Notional
learning
hours

3600

3600

3600

1200

3600

600

600

600

ECTS
credits

180

180

180

60

180

30

30

30

28

Range
of
levels

4,5&6

4,5&6

4,5&6

4,5&6

5&6

Standard credits per level Maximum credit
taken at lowest

3 4 5 6

- 360

- 360

- 120 120 120
- - - 12
- 120 120 120
- - - 60
- - - 80
)

level

150 at level 4

150 at level 4

150 at level 4

120 at level 6

150 at level 4

15 at level 5

60 at level 6

60 at level 6

Minimum
credit taken
at level of
qualification

90 at level 6

90 at level 6

90 at level 6

120 at level 6

90 at level 6

45 at level 6

60 at level 6

60 at level 6

Possible interim
qualifications

Ordinary Degree,
Dip HE, Cert HE

Ordinary Degree,
Dip HE, Cert HE

Ordinary Degree,
Dip HE, Cert HE

None

Ordinary Degree,
Dip HE, Cert HE

None

None

None
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